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SKEPTICISM IS A VIRTUE: That's t.he 

Hot Type PrE 
3lo;an undtr whh:h Brill' 1 Conlttll, tho medie- ('..a 

watc:hdot rna,azine, WIIO$ wu en bias,~. anc 
and sloppit'l«&$ w Ule pa:cse. The mqv.ine ~&n b• tir 
touah onjourr,e,Jis(' wh.otn it deems c;redulooe, ani 
so iC came as a $Urprise to open the .c:umnt iuue Cr< 

tmd noo~e.d f<>rtbe map;dne's sister h~ormal, ~n Christoptfef, calls it "sad•' ha· 
¢omr-any, Conlent\'i.UO, in whlc:h a profe$:sO~ tnatContent"VHle has anointed Dr. Ml\~;:k.a' an. nr 
h.a.wks books abou~ ... alien•bdu::.,ionJ, expert. HPeople who think they are8¢tti.og an as: 

Contenhille I a $Ott or mini·Arouon.tom, atadt!mie or unbia~ed otJinion an: being mish:d, .. t:'&I 

offer, boob, nu\aa~net, di.ssertationa, and other he sa.yt. 
content. An eighN\age a.d for. th~. Web site in uwe tru,t our n:aden to develop thfif OWJ:l Ct\ 

\he Feb~:Ca.rJ issue or Brill' .t Contenr introdl!te$ cpinion&t" countus Robin Hvt.on, a ~enior vice: it,. 
readen to u.n arrey tJr e4itors and w;ivjse($- president for pooduc:t devdopmcnl at liY 
including "academic t.XpertS"-wbQSO C<lmemville, in an e-mail mc'smgc:. ''We to 
recommendations a~a.( on the site:. reptesf!nt 1. whof~ "pcctrum of political Vi;!W$, 

Pea:ured p(OJTlinent1y on a.~ de\'ote.d to even within the a~ademi~ e~~rt roster, &.nd do « 
''Rec-ent Pro(e!S!Ivn' Picks''-atonswith .tack not endorse, nt~tura.lly, any oftlu~m." (The U1 
ZlpM, a profeb.~r of Gennan at Ult University 5tiCklersat8.riil's C..Hf(tnt, however,don't let Et 
of Minnesota (who recommends books on fairy othc:ra ~~' a~y with 'uch.~xplanation~; In the th· 
tales), ~Qblrt Lakoff, a lingui!t at the February iuue, they make r. Larr;· King l.l't•e n 
Univeniw of California flt Berkeley (books that staft' membtt look very foolish indeo.d for of 
c:x-plore the powcrofw~1rds), and MlchaeiW. defending. in larta'laa~ almost identical to Ms. m( 
lUckermat;, a Univer'iiil}' (lfPennsylvanii Hutsoo'$, Mr. Ktr.s·~ in.ter;vi.ews with '"' hi,:oriln (American best~el~s since 1776)-.-is p:5V¢hJ's who claim t.o ;oJve ~;rimes.) d~ 

none otht:r than John E. Meek, tbe tont.rovereial A st.t.tf nw~l;ler who returned ll call from Dr. 
Harvard Me<Sital School psychJ~rht. Dr. Mack'~ re~esrch center says she does nQt ll$s.l$t ell 
M:2ck believcs-un3keptical.ly, some h!tve dm.d rep<>ncn who seek to ''slander" his work, but wl 
to assert-that aJien abductions tok~ place, $&YS tbat u li Pulitzer Prize winner (for~ M 
moreot less. biography ofT. E. Lawrence) and a mcrober Of 

Dr. M~k.Pl\!1:5 :s.omc 'IC!.I:W;.s; W'hitley of the Harvard. f3CUlty (OJ.' 45 Y£31:'$, Or. Mack i' 1 b< 
Strieber·~ Communion.· A True .Sfi>"Y, (~r rnore-th:g,n .. re-putable sou(Ce ... He 
~xampte ("make' a ptnuaslve case for Ule retOmmended these book~ a5 one& that h(lped sy 
rtalitY Strie'berwas forced to oonfron.t,·? tne him to un(ier~ta.nd tbe phenom~non initially, .. or 
Harvard profes~..orwrltes on the 1ite). And .,b.e ,.ays. "Jt''5 not that they are on the top me![ in 
fnrrll.dcrs: T.~t ittertdlb/l VlriiDtiQns at Copley ofhi:s librafY .'' 
Wcod:, by Budd Hopkins, who believes that w 
an intergala.ctic, cross-species brel!ding th 
experiment is beina condu~ted on h\lmans. A S?:£CIES ARGUMENT: Darwin ~aused a e·, 

Dr, MKk's commeot' Dr) the site arc brief, selentiftt revolution in 1859 whcm he published cl 
but in the past he hu &aid In~ bditves tba.t alien On tM Origin of SpccitJ, But the fiel~ of cc 
vi3itations repre1ent "something not of this biologiC&! ~lanifitation uill hastt •t ~auaht up, ~J 

WOfld that cnter5 into tbii world" and that can't r.rgue3 ~ betfttfaky, an associate 0' 
be O:ltplained P3YCboJogically. In his 1999 l;)rofessor of l!hilo~ophy at the Univer~ity of tc 
book, Pas.rport t() tl:e Co1mof. he argues that ('..~otsa.cy, in. Albe~. 
''the West'm world may be. ,PQiscd to enJbrace Bi()loaists stiH usc an 18th-century E 
notions of a world ft:tcd with spirit!, beings, md (\a$Siftutlcn SY$tem t:bat you probably Si 
int&Ui.ge~es that can emu thr:: barrier we: ha..-c: memoriud in high school· ranking all life \1' 
built u-p betw~en the material and immaterial forms in an aS«o.ding biYnU:'ChY of 1pccic.t, a1 
worlds.·' (That la01uaae come' from ~he Web scnus, family, order, ~lass. phylum, and Ci 

sitt Cot the Pro$t'Ml for E"traordinezy kin~om. Mr. Ereshor,kysay~ th.e 5ystcrn ought p. 
Experience Rcsw~h. Dr. Mack'a nonprofit to 'be junked. 
research c.enter.) •a. hh ntw book, Tltt Povert}• of the a.: 

A 'P"Oke.smatt fo.r the Committee for Ule Umtatan H!trarchy: A Phlfosophlcfli Study Q/ E 
Scienti&c lnvestigatianofaaims oftbe Jliologicai Ta::r:orzomy (CambttdCG Unmntty 

l 

Cont4'n~ted Frc.,, P1tcedi~J~ /'Qt~ 
pcrfoT'Jl ~ain t)'po~ of calculations. auch 

-a.s t~t~ll~ ta11e •>wnbe(s, much futer 
1hart machines usintt cbusi'C&I bits. 

informa\ion ~o lll<'t~r ~Qro111Jtl!t, at1d save 
d\at inCQruulioo nt. rhe $pl6 oritntKion of 
a~..-\.11bkb e.ou,ld $e1'\IC aa the memory 
ot the. quantum eomp•Jter: 

ahead of Che *CI-b~er~J b)' 
thnrick$ ortm q\1~1\tLll!\ world.; 
to the: l'rindpl.es ot quantum m 
\t\e very act oftryi"S to mcasun 


